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The border is one of the most important 
issues of our times. It is also one of the 

least well understood. We think of a bor-
der as a static line, but recent bordering 

techniques have broken away from the 
map, as governments have developed 

legal tools to limit the rights of mi-
grants before and after they enter a 

country’s territory. The detachment of 
state power from a fixed geographical 
marker has created a new paradigm: the 

shifting border.  

This development upsets our assump-

tions about waning sovereignty, while 
also revealing the limits of the push for 

border-refortification. But while the ac-
celerating mobility of borders cuts 
against the rights of those who cross 

them, it also presents a tremendous op-
portunity to rethink states’ responsibil-

ities to migrants. In her Amo Lecture, 
which is based on her most recent book, 

Professor Shachar proposes a new ap-
proach to human mobility in a world 

where borders, like people, have the ca-
pacity to move.  

AYELET SHACHAR (FRSC) is Professor of 
Law, Political Science, and Global Af-

fairs, and the holder of the R.F. Harney 
Chair in Ethnic, Immigration and Plural-
ism Studies at the University of Toronto, 

where she directs the Harney Program 
at the Munk School of Global Affairs & 

Public Policy.  
Previously, she was a Scientific Member 

of the Max Planck Society—one of the 
foremost research organizations in the 
world—and Director at the Max Planck 

Institute for the Study of Religious and 
Ethnic Diversity. Before her recruitment 

to the Max Planck Society, she held the 
Canada Research Chair in Citizenship 

and Multiculturalism.  
Shachar has published extensively on 

the topics of citizenship theory, immi-
gration law, cultural diversity and wom-
en's rights, new border regimes, highly 

skilled migration and global inequality, 
and the marketization of citizenship.  

“The Shifting Border” 
Legal Cartographies of Migration and Mobility 
 
Professor Ayelet Shachar  
(R.F. Harney Chair in Ethnic, Immigration and Pluralism Studies, Professor 
of Law, Political Science & Global Affairs, and former Canada Research 
Chair in Citizenship and Multiculturalism, University of Toronto) 

https://www.scm.uni-halle.de/amo_lecture/?lang=en

	Professor Ayelet Shachar
	(R.F. Harney Chair in Ethnic, Immigration and Pluralism Studies, Professor of Law, Political Science & Global Affairs, and former Canada Research Chair in Citizenship and Multiculturalism, University of Toronto)
	“The Shifting Border”
	Legal Cartographies of Migration and Mobility

